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lesson- xxxv.

Spell and define—
Co'gent, powerful, forcible. Fm-vol'i-ty, thoughtless tri-

The'o-ky, explanation of princi- fling.

pies. Jeer'ing, mocking, scoffing.

Fal'la-cy, mistake, deception. Fi-nan'ces, funds belonging to

Gen-o-ese', an inhabitant of the public treasury.

Genoa. Pre-sent'i-ment, firm belief or

A-chieved', accomplished. opinion.

queen- Isabella's resolve.

Isabella of Spain—Don Gomez— Columbus.

Isabella. And so, Don Gomez, it is your conclusion

that we ought to dismiss the proposition of this worthy
Genoese.

Don Gomez, His scheme, your majesty, seems to me
fanciful in the extreme ; but I am a plain, matter-of-fact

man, and do not see visions and dream dreams, like some.

Isa. And yet Columbus has given us cogent reasons for

believing that it is practicable to reach the eastern coast of
India by sailing in a westerly direction.

Don G. Admitting that his theory is correct—namely,
that the earth is a sphere—how would it be possible for

him to return if he once descended that sphere in the direc-

tion he proposes ? Would not the coming back be all up-

hill ? Could a ship accomplish it with even the most fa-

vorable wind ?

Columbus. Will your majesty allow me to suggest that

if the earth isa sphere, the same laws of adhesion and mo-
tion must operate at every point on its surface ; and the ob-

jection of Don Gomez would be quite as valid against our
being able to return from crossing the Strait of Gibraltar.

Don G. This gentleman, then, would have us believe

the monstrous absurdity that there are people on the earth


